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The Torah records the phrase, “And G-d saw that it was good,” twice in the account of the second day of
creation. On the surface, the first time it is referring to the separation of the waters and the second time it is
referring to the creation of vegetation. The Levush suggests an additional fascinating allusion. The word that
the Torah uses for vegetation is “desheh — xw1.” The Levush teaches that these three letters are an acronym for
the words din (justice and fairness), shalom (peace), and emes (truth). These are the three things that the Mishna
in Pirkei Avos (1:18) teaches uphold the world. Because fairness, peace, and truth are the “goodness” that
sustain the world, the Torah goes out of its way to emphasize that with regards to desheh in particular, “G-d
saw that it was good.”

At the beginning of Pirkei Avos (1:2) we are taught that the world stands on Torah, avodah (service of Hashem),
and gemillus chassadim (acts of kindness). Why then does the Mishna later teach us that fairness, peace, and
truth uphold the world?

One explanation is that the first Mishna is teaching us the purpose of creation: Torah, service of Hashem, and
acts of kindness. The intent of the second Mishna is that without fairness, peace, and truth, society could not
function properly. The Beis Yosef, however, suggests an alternate explanation. He says that after the destruction
of the Beis Hamikdash, Torah, service of Hashem, and acts of kindness cannot be expressed to the same degree
as they could originally. Nonetheless, the world continues to be sustained because we are able to maintain
these three fundamentals — to some extent. This is accomplished through the other three pillars from the
second Mishna. Justice can ensure that the Torah continues to be observed. Truth can ensure that people
acknowledge G-d's role in the world — which leads one to avodah. Pursuit of peace can inspire people towards
acts of kindness. The second Mishna is in effect giving us the blueprint for how we can attain Torah, avodah,
and gemillus chassadim in our generation.

The message for us is that the “goodness” of the world depends on both what we do and how we do it. We
must strive to build our lives around Torah, avodah, and gemillus chassadim, while pursuing din, shalom, and
emes in our interactions with others. When we live with fairness, truth, and peace, we create an environment in
which Torah, avodah, and chessed can flourish. In doing so, we help fulfill the purpose for which the world was
created and bring it closer to the ultimate “ki tov” — the goodness that Hashem intended for His creation.
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“Hashem said, ‘Let there be a firmament between the waters, . . . .
and let it separate between water and water.” Hashem created Dunng which two times Of the yearis the

the rakia (firmament) and separated between the waters which “Shemonei Esrei” in Eretz Yisrael different
were beneath the rakia and the waters which were above the from the one outside Eretz Yisrael (besides

rakia; and so it was.” (1: 6-7) >
When Hashem created the rakia, the Torah wrote a verse relating His fOI‘ the second day ofyomtov).

command to create it and another verse concerning its creation. This Please see next week’s issue for the answer.
is unlike all the other creations where Hashem stated the command
to create an item and it was automatically created. For example,
during the creation of light on the first day, we find that Hashem
commanded that there should be light, and light appeared. Why by
the creation of the rakia did Hashem Himself actually create it after
He gave the order for it to be created?

Last week’s riddle:

How is it possible for a Sukkah to need a mezuza?
Answer: If it is built in front of the entrance to one’s house
and serves as an entranceway into the house.
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HALACHA INSIGHTS FROM THE PARSHA
In parashas Bereishis (2:18), Hashem declares: “It is not good that man be alone; | will Who Am Ir’
make him a helper corresponding to him.” The Talmud (Yevamos 61b) derives from this
that “Even if a man has several children (i.e, and has thus already fulfilled the
commandment in our parashah (1:28) to “Be fruitful and multiply”), it is prohibited to #1 WHO AM | ?
remain without a wife.”
The Rambam (/shus 15:16) rules: “[I]t is a mitzvah of our Sages that a man should not 1. | am two.
live without a wife, so that he will not be prompted to improper thoughts.” The Beis | am with orin.
Shmuel (EH siman 1 s.k. 13) explains that according to the Rambam, the prohibition to . L.
remain without a wife is merely rabbinic, and the Talmudic derivation thereof from | begln the beglnnlng.
Hashem's declaration that “It is not good that man be alone” is a mere asmachta H
(“support,” i.e., not an authoritative interpretation of the verse). He notes, though, that | sound like a house.
the Milchamos Hashem (ibid.) is uncertain whether the admonition against remaining
without a wife is merely rabbinic (and merely a mitzvah but not a strict prohibition) or
a full-blown Biblical prohibition. Other acharonim assert that the Rif considers the #2 WHO AM |?
prohibition to be Biblical (see Birkei Yosef ibid. os 15). P f ick child
The Talmud (Megillah 27a) rules: “A Torah scroll may be sold only if the seller needs the 1 ray Tor sick children.
money in order to study Torah or to marry a woman.” The Milchamos Hashem rules that 2. Two Mondays and a Thursday_
one may sell a Torah scroll even in order to marry an infertile woman, in order to comply . .
with the prohibition against remaining without a wife, but the Nimukei Yosef (ibid.) 3. Hollday desecration caused me.
maintains that the dispensation to sell a Torah scroll is only in order to marry a fertile 4. Some fast for me.
woman but not an infertile one, the fact that the marriage will forestall improper
thoughts notwithstanding (cf. Chelkas Mechokek ibid. s.k. 10; Beis Shmuel 15; Pischei
Teshuvah s.k. 13).
The Terumas ha-Deshen (1:263, codified by Rema ibid. se'if 8) discusses the case of a
widower with children who was considering remarrying but was concerned about the Last Week’'s Answers
possibility of quarreling and strife between his children and his new wife. He rules that #1 Sukkah/n20 (| was for cattle, | was cloudy, | make
the goal of avoiding quarreling and strife can justify marrying an infertile woman if
necessary, but cannot justify not marrying at all, due to the strict prohibition against
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you move, My name describes my design.)

remaining without a wife derived from Hashem’s declaration that “It is not good that #2 Shemini Atzeres/Simchas Torah (| have a siyum, |
man be alone,” as well as other considerations. make you circle, | make you rejoice, | am the day to say
PRESENTED BY oodb e)
RABBI YITZHAK GROSSMAN, ROSH CHABURAH goodbye.
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